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Chord Boxes 
How to understand them 

 

 
 

1. The title indicates the name of the chord. 
2. The strings are ordered (from left to right): 654321 or EADGBe. 
3. A thick line on the top of the chord box represents the guitar nut and 

indicates that the chord is played in the open position (frets 1-4). 
4. Black circles on the diagram tell you which frets and strings to play. 
5. Numbers inside the black circles indicate fretting hand fingerings. 
6. An “X” on the top line indicates that a string should not be played. 
7. An “O” on the top line indicates an open string that is played. 
8. Numbers may appear on the left of the chord box to indicate fret 

numbers to help identify where on the fretboard the chord is played. 
9. The notes within the chord may appear below the chord box. 

	
  


